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Let's introduce myself to you

The goal

My name is Jorien Timmers (1991) graduated in 
psychology at the 'Vrije Universiteit van 
Amsterdam'. (Bachelor of Science) After graduating, 
I have worked and traveled abroad for two and a 
half years and have, among other things, developed 
this project called 'Eco Bus America'. Since April 
2018 I am in the Netherlands to further develop the 
project. In September and October 2018 I did a try- 
out tour of my project in Europe. At the moment I 
am running my project at schools in the Netherlands 
and in the meanwhile I am preparing myself for the 
next step: Continuing this project in Latin-America. 

The 'Eco Bus America' project is committed to education about environmental problems, with 
the focus on the problems caused by the excessive use of plastic in our current society. The 
goal of this project is to create awareness about those problems. I want to make adults and 
children aware of it in a fun and accessible way, showing them that we ourselves in our daily 
lives can do a lot against those problems. This starts by being aware of the impact our daily 
habits have on our planet, to then change some of them in a more environmentally friendly 
way. I want to show that in order to improve the world, we have to take the first step 
ourselves. The following goals of the 17 SDG's (UN) are direct related to 'Eco Bus America'  
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6 (clean water and sanitation) and 14 (life below water) 
The project 'Eco Bus America' educates people and makes them aware of the environmental 
problems we face in our current society. For example the use of plastic, showing the effect on 
animals and on us humans. The most important part when it comes to explaining a problem, is 
providing solutions. For that reason, I spend more time explaining the solutions, by showing 
which destructive habits in our daily lives we could change into more conscious and healthy 
habits. 
 
7 (affordable and clean energy) 
To get from Holland to Latin America (Chile) I travel by sailboat, being part of the project 'Sail 
to the COP' which aims to reach Chile without carbon footprint, to attend the COP25 (2019). 
During the sailing trip, a group of 36 young people from all over Europe will discuss topics that 
have to do with 'sustainable transport'. Together we will form a 'think tank' and think about 
solutions for current problems that we face. During the project in Latin-America I travel with a 
VAN transformed into an electric VAN. This transformation is going to take place in Chile. 
 
13 (climate action) 
Inspiring and informing people about environmental problems, is a form of climate action, as 
well as the sailing trip from Holland to Chile. 
 
17 (partnerships for the goals) 
We all need to work together to save our planet. 'Eco Bus America' also connects with 
associations, sponsors, schools and other projects working at the same goals.



How and What?
I visit schools, cultural centers, festivals, 
hostels, companies etc. to show children and 
adults the seriousness of the problems in 
different ways, but above all to explain how 
they themselves can contribute to a better 
world. I want to inspire people in different ways, 
by giving presentations and workshops about 
my own life in which I try to waste as little as 
possible, but also by making music and by 
showing short films. I do this all while driving 
from place to place in an electrically powered 
VAN which also serves as a living example of 
how I live my life as 'waste less' as possible.  
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Stages of the project
Future 
My project is called 'Eco Bus America'. Why 
America? Because I will carry out my project in 
Latin-America. I will travel from Chile to Patagonia 
and then all the way to California. A journey that 
will take at least three years or more. I will do this 
in an electrically powered VAN. To get from 
Holland to Chile, I will cross the ocean with a 
sailing ship. I will start this journey the 2nd of 
October 2019. I will most likely cross the ocean 
with the project 'Sail to the COP'. Once in a while I 
post videos at social media and in the end I will 
make a documentary of the entire project. I've 
already started filming during the try-out tour in 
Europe. I posted those video's on my YouTube 
Channel. 
 
Present 
At this moment I'm preparing this big trip. I am 
looking for sponsors and partners that can help me 
finance some parts of the project, like the 
transformación of the VAN to an electrically 
powered one. As well as for the sailing trip to Chile. 
During these months of preparation I am also 
visiting schools in the Netherlands. I am also 
currently working in the field of psychology in 
Amsterdam to earn the required money to start the 
project. 
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past 
My project started in Argentina, where I did my first visit to a school in the village of 'San 
Andrés de Giles' in early October 2017. A few weeks later on October the 20est, I started a 
two-months Crowdfunding campaign for my project. From then I continued to visit schools, 
companies and festivals in Brazil, Spain and also in the Netherlands. In September and 
October 2018, I decided to do a try-out tour by traveling from the Netherlands to Spain and 
back, with a borrowed VAN and help from my friend Guillermo Zocca from Argentina with 
which I started a music duo and recorded a CD as a reward for the people who helped me 
finance the project with the Crowdfunding campaign. The try-out tour in Europe was a great 
success and gave me a lot of extra energy to continue this project! 
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How it all started
From an early age, environmental problems gave me the feeling that I wanted to do something 
to solve them. As a child, I raised money for the World Wildlife Fund (WWF), to help animals in 
danger. I did that with great enthusiasm. During the year I lived in Chili at the age of 18, the 
feeling that I already had as a young child came up again. I studied psychology at the 'Vrije 
Universiteit van Amsterdam' and during those years of studying I fantasized about a project 
with which I could help the world a step forward. However, during my studies I did not manage 
to make a clear visualization of that future project. The only clear idea in my head was to make 
an environmentally friendly VAN. As this idea was very clear for me, I started to focus on 
alternative environmental friendly ways to drive a VAN. I talked to universities and people who 
knew more about this subject. 
 
At the moment of graduating, my project had not progressed much and I had decided to go 
back to South-America and start backpacking. I thought I would get probably more inspiration 
about what I actually wanted to do, while traveling and that turned out to be the case. I started 
my journey in Peru and soon I could not ignore my inner frustrations anymore by seeing so 
much plastic pollution around. The most remarkable thing about all of this was the people who 
just threw away their trash on the streets. Soon I managed to turn the enormous 
powerlessness and irritation that I felt towards this big problem, into a passion. From the 
moment that I decided to do something about this plastic problem, I started to travel with a 
mission, shaping my project. Many people that I met during that trip have helped me in some 
way or another to get to the final project 'Eco Bus America'. When I arrived in Buenos Aires a 
few months later, I decided to start working on the realization of this project that I already had 
in my mind for a while. This is where the project ' Eco Bus America' started working step for 
step! 
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crossing the ocean CO2 neutral
As my project developed, so did my awareness 
about all aspects of environmental problems. 
Even though I flew back to Europe to see my 
family again and to start working seriously on 
this project, I realized that if I would fly back at 
a certain moment to start my project in South- 
America, I would have such a big environmental 
influence by simply taking the plane, which was 
something that I couldn't justify for myself. This 
is where the idea of crossing the ocean by 
sailboat came up to me. A few months ago I 
discovered the project 'Sail to the COP'. A 
project in which 26 activists and 10 partners / 
sponsors travel for two months on a sailboat 
from the Netherlands to Chile to attend the 
COP25 (2019) in Santiago. During the trip the 
36 participants will talk about important political 
and social problems that have to do with 
'sustainable travel'. As 'Sail to the COP' relates 
very well to my project, I am looking for 
sponsors who can help me to be part of their 
project and sail the ocean together. During my 
project, I mainly focus on solving the plastic 
problem by raising awareness about is at the 
base, with young people, the future of our 
society. However, I also think that the problem 
would have to be addressed at a social and 
political level. That's why I want to take this 
opportunity to think together with the other 
participants, about solutions for a more 
sustainable future of traveling. 

Two years ago I did a crowdfunding
campaign for my project. With that money I
can buy a part of the VAN, For the rest of
the money that is needed for the project, I
was working for 9 months in the field of
psychology in Holland. The project runs on
donations, my own work and the
contributions given by the places where I
give presentations and workshops. 

financing the project
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Route
The project starts in Chile and from 
there I will be heading to Patagonia 
(south of Argentina) and the goal is to 
reach California. It is impossible to tell 
how the route is going to look like 
because of many factors that can not be 
predicted in advance. The countries 
where I will go with this project are: 
Argentina, Uruguay, Paraguay, Bolivia, 
Chile, Peru, Ecuador, Colombia, Panama, 
Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Honduras, El 
Salvador, Belize, Guatemala, Mexico, the 
southern part of the United States, 

music
music plays an important role in my 
project. I see it as an indirect way of 
inspiring people. When I was younger, I 
had singing clases and since I started my 
project in South America, I started to pick 
up the singing again after years. I took a 
ukulele with me and started to sing Latin- 
American music with it. For the 
crowdfunding campaign of this project I 
made a CD with my Argentinian music duo 
Guillermo Zocca. The name of our Dúo is 
'Dúo Todo' that means  'Dúo everything'.
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Activity program for schools

30/40 minutes Presentation about the project. I will 
explain everything about 'plastic pollution' and about 
my own life without plastic. I will give solutions for 
our own daily lives. At the end there will be also the 
possibility to ask questions. 
 
30/50 minutes different workshop possibilities: 
making natural toothpaste or natural deodorant, 
making postcards with a message to the world, 
recycling our old t-shirts and make our own shopping 
bags from it. If you are more interested to go deeper 
into the subject, there is the possibility to organise a 
debate on sustainability problems followed by a 
'think tank' where we will think together about 
solutions for problems at your own school that can 
be managed in a more sustainable way and together 
wil will make an action plan. 
 
10/20 minutes I will do a short music performance. 
Sometimes I also involve the students or other 
musicians. This depends on where the activity takes 
place. 
 
 
 
20 minutes short film about 'Plastic' or 
'environmental problems' 
 
 
 
 
 
There is the possibility to have a look in the VAN. 
(This is not always possible, depending on the 
location).  

Nice that you are interested in the program for schools. The general program is very flexible. 
There is the possibility to indicate how much time you want the visit to last. I have seen that 
every school works differently and that is why I am open to adjust the duration of the 
activities, or to change the order. The duration of the activities also depends on the number 
and age of the pupils. I have programs for children from 6 years and older. The costs for a 
visit to a school are 5 euros per pupil (excluding travel expenses to and from your school). 
There is also the possibility to make a donation from the school to the project. All the money 
is used to further develop/continue the project. 
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information for sponsors
If you are interested in sponsoring my project financially, I invite you to do this via my website. You can 
find the details at 'support.' 
 
If you are interested in a collaboration between your project and mine or your product and my project, I 
invite you to contact me personally so that we can see what we can do for each other. 
 
What exactly do I need to be able to reach South-America and start the project over there? 
At the moment I am searching for the last 4000 Euro's to be able to cross the ocean with the project 'Sail 
to the COP. 
 
What do I already have: 
The costs are 7500 Euro's from which 3500 Euro's are already funded by other sponsors. 
 
To continue the project in South-America I have already enough money to start visiting schools in 
Santiago and surroundings. Parallel to that I want to start building the electric VAN in Chile to be able to 
continue crossing Latin-America in a sustainable way. For that I sill need financial support. The costs for 
rebuilding an old VAN into an electric VAN will cost around 40.000 to 50.000 Euro's. I am searching for 
companies that are interested in financing a project like this. The VAN will be driving around Latin-America 
for some year so it will attract a lot of attention from media, companies and people in general. This could 
be interesting for companies that are working in the field of renewable energy. If you are interested, don't 
hesitate to contact me and see what we can do for each other.  
 

Are you organizing an event or are you 
searching for someone to give a lunchtalk at 
you company? I would love to give my 
presentation at your company/festival/hostel 
etc.. If you are interested, I invite you to 
personally contact me so that we can discuss 
the conditions of a visit. A presentation can go 
together with a workshop and some music. 
We can talk about the possibilities and see 
what fits best in the setting, so please do not 
hesitate to contact me! 
 

information about talks



Thank you very much for taking your time to read my project! 

My project is sponsored by: 
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